Western Kentucky University

TopSCHOLAR®
WKU Archives Records

WKU Archives

9-24-2015

UA12/2/1 College Heights Herald, Vol. 91, No. 10
WKU Student Affairs

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records
Part of the African American Studies Commons, Higher Education Administration Commons,
Journalism Studies Commons, Mass Communication Commons, and the Sports Studies Commons

Recommended Citation
WKU Student Affairs, "UA12/2/1 College Heights Herald, Vol. 91, No. 10" (2015). WKU Archives Records.
Paper 6421.
https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/6421

This Other is brought to you for free and open access by TopSCHOLAR®. It has been accepted for inclusion in WKU
Archives Records by an authorized administrator of TopSCHOLAR®. For more information, please contact
topscholar@wku.edu.

TOPS AIM FOR
SECOND HOME WIN
SATURDAY

NEW (PIE)
QUEEN IN TOWN
LIFE, PAGE B1

SPORTS, PAGE B4

TTHURSDAY,
HURSDAY, SEPTEMBER
SEPTEMBER 224,
4, 22015
015 > W
WESTERN
ESTERN KKENTUCKY
ENTUCKY UUNIVERSITY
NIVERSITY > VVOLUME
OLUME 991,1, IISSUE
SSUE 1100

Ransdell
offers
insight into
Confucius
BY ANDREW HENDERSON,
SAMANTHA WRIGHT

tall order

HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
Questions surrounding the contract
signed by President Gary Ransdell
with Hanban have recently drawn
scrutiny from faculty and students
alike. But what was the process that
lead up to the signing of the contract?
Hanban, the division of the Chinese Education Ministry that oversees
the Confucius Institutes, decided to
fund 10 Model Confucius Institutes
around the world near the Confucius
Insitutes’ 10th anniversary. Two would
be in the U.S., and eight would be in
other locations.
Ransdell said Hanban opened an application process to institutions who
wanted to have one of these Model
Confucius Institutes, and WKU decided to go after one.
“They kind of opened that up for the
Confucius Institutes to compete, if
you will, for authorization to get one
of these structures,” he said. “They
determined that this would be an appropriate next dimension in their investment in colleges and universities
around the world, and so we decided
we would pursue one.”
Terrill Martin, managing director for
the Confucius Institute, elaborated on
exactly what Ransdell meant by competing.
Martin said the competition process
was similar to applying for a grant,
and ultimately only a few applicants
are selected.
Martin said he was unsure of how
many institutions applied but that the
University of Kentucky also applied for
the funding. He said the sheer number
of applicants vying for the status of
Model Confucius Institute made the
competition.
“It wasn’t like a basketball-tournament type thing,” Martin said.
He added that the proposal submitted for funding consideration was di-

SEE CONFUCIUS PAGE A2

PFT loses nine resident assistants

BY TOMMY SULLIVAN
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU

Pearce-Ford Tower is looking for new
resident assistants to fill nine positions on staff.
Brian Kuster, the director of Housing and Residential Life, was unable
to clarify specifically what caused this
sudden shortage of RAs in PFT.
He said he was unable to comment
on the issue due to personnel reasons,
and he was not able to comment on
whether someone was terminated or
not.
“We had one opening, and we have

eight more openings,” said Kuster.
Thirty students have already applied to become RAs at PFT, and HRL
is searching for more desk workers to
alleviate the pressure on current employees.
“We are actively trying to hire staff in
the building,” said Kuster.
Maya Lee, a freshman from Chicago
who lives in PFT, recently lost her RA.
She explained that her RA called an
impromptu meeting on Thursday,
Sept. 17, and told her floor she had
been fired. Lee said her RA moved out
by Sunday.
“It was a shock,” said Lee. “It was

HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
Salary increases may be coming
soon after about eight years without
a significant change, according to
President Gary Ransdell.
“There will be increases in the future,” he said. “How they will be factored into next year’s budget is yet to
be determined.”
Ann Mead, the senior vice president for the Division of Finance and
Administration, said in an email
interview that a salary increase was
not possible for this year, but may be
possible for next year depending on
what becomes available.
“We develop a budget every
spring, and in each budget cycle,
we assess how to fund fixed cost increases and salary increases for all
university employees …there hasn’t
been sufficient growth in tuition or
state general fund revenue to fund
a salary increase this year,” she said.
“While President Ransdell reiterates

SEE PFT PAGE A2

Pearce-Ford Tower, an all-female dorm housing 857 students, is located on the south end of campus. MATT LUNSFORD/HERALD

Faculty, staff salaries
could see a boost soon
BY SAMANTHA WRIGHT

hard to take in.”
Lee’s RA left PFT on Sunday, Sept. 20.
A RA from another floor on PFT is now
in charge of Lee’s floor.
Morgan Lionberger, a freshman
from Chicago, also lost her RA in PFT.
Lionberger said her RA went from
room to room to tell her residents she
would no longer be working at PFT.
Lionberger reminisced about the
times her RA spent with fellow residents and participated in floor activities with them.
“Our RA kept us together,” said Lionberger.

the importance of competitive salaries and rewarding performance, no
decision can be made until we know
if we have the capacity to fund a salary adjustment pool.”
Ladonna Hunton, associate vice
president for Academic Budgets and
Administration, said in an email interview that if WKU receives state
funding, some of it will be used for
a salary increase for faculty and staff.
“Although no guarantees have
been extended, it is hoped that we
will be able to use a portion of any
increase in state funding appropriated to WKU to support a salary increase for both faculty and staff,” she
said.
Ransdell said state funding, if
WKU receives it, will be used mostly
for salary increases.
“I’ve made it clear that most, if not
all, of any state appropriations we
might get will be devoted to compensation,” he said. “And we’re going to work as hard as we can this

SEE SALARY PAGE A2
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SGA disapproves Confucius Institute building process
BY MARCEL MAYO
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
During Tuesday’s meeting, the Student Government Association passed
a resolution that disapproved of how
the Confucius Institute building’s construction was agreed upon.
The senate passed Resolution 2-15F, to Disapprove of the Procedure by
which the Model Confucius Institute at
WKU was Effectuated, by a 21-4 vote.
According to the resolution, SGA
“disapproved of the nontransparent
procedure with which the agreement
to authorize the construction of the
Model Confucius Institute at [WKU]
was effectuated.”
Several senators voiced their opinions on the Confucius Institute, saying
the Confucius Institute is a great asset

SALARY

Continued from FRONT
spring in the Kentucky General Assembly to improve higher education funding.”
He added that any revenue generated by any tuition increases would be
used as well.
“Short of that, or beyond that, we
will take whatever revenue is generated from whatever tuition increase
we might experience next year, which
is likely to be in the 3 percent range, to
cover any increased cost obligations
that are inherent in our budget from
one year to the next, and compensation,” Ransdell said.
Ransdell said they are looking into

CONFUCIUS

Continued from FRONT

-vided into categories: the history of
your Confucius Institute, the visions of
your institute, your accomplishments
and where you’re trying to go with your
language program and the Confucius
Institute program generally.
“There’s 450 Confucius Institutes
worldwide. We each share the same
mission, but we go about doing that in
different ways,” he said.
Ransdell added that while they were
suggesting potential places to house
the Confucius Institute, they had no
idea what other institutions were suggesting.
“So there was a lot of communica-

to the WKU and Bowling Green communities.
Campus Improvement Committee
Chairman Zachary Jones was in favor
of the resolution because passing it
represents the voice of the students.
“As a student body, we want things
that are voicing our opinion,” Jones
said.
The topic of housing issues was also
brought up during the meeting.
The Student Life Foundation is a
corporation that funds and renovates
student housing. WKU made a partnership with the foundation for the
placement of students in off-campus
apartments. The foundation owns the
Kentucky Street Apartments.
Even with the housing shortage,
Housing and Residence Life still managed to meet its financial goals, Executive Vice President Nolan Miles said.

“We did not see a drop in occupancy
this year,” Miles said. “That’s kind of
confusing because we did misplace
people.”
WKU is also responsible for funding
a future project that will help provide
wiring needed for the new transformers, which totaled $841,000, the Student Life Foundation bought this year,
Miles said.
However, the wiring replacements
do not correlate with the power outage
in Pearce Ford Tower last semester, he
said.
When these new transformers will be
installed hasn’t been released yet, but
plans are being made.
Updates, including windows and
doorknobs, for the Student Life Foundation’s buildings total $540,000.
A few SGA senators also mentioned
possible mold infections in buildings

such as Jones Jagger Hall, Southwest
Hall and Pearce Ford Tower.
“There was a serious mold issue in
Jones Jagger over the summer,” said
Bowling Green junior Nicholas Conrad. “The two rooms [the mold] was
in had to be completely tore down. Everything was thrown away.”
During his report, President Jay Todd
Richey said SGA may create a sexual
assault prevention video called “It’s On
Us” to explain the seriousness of sexual
assault on campuses.
Richey also reminded SGA members
to include regional campuses — Elizabethtown/Ft. Knox, Owensboro and
Glasgow — in future event planning
for all WKU students.
Last Friday, SGA also had its first MyCampusToo meeting at 3 p.m. in DSU.
Richey said SGA is encouraging students to join this new initiative.

investing more into benefits for faculty
and staff.
“We already know that we have to
invest more in benefits — healthcare,
primarily — to shield our faculty and
staff from increases in their premiums.
And I’m working with the benefits
committee right now to determine
what that investment will require,” he
said. “My goal is to avoid any cost increases for faculty and staff.”
Ransdell added that the administration wants to ensure faculty and staff
are compensated for their hard work.
“We want to make sure faculty and
staff are inspired to do their work with
our students, and there is a correlation
with how they’re compensated,” he said.
He also said it was way too early to

speculate about how large an increase
would be.
According to the Faculty Work Life
Survey Fall 2014/Spring 2015, 50 percent of 314 respondents said they
strongly disagreed when asked to rate
their level of agreement with the statement “I am satisfied with the merit increase process.”
Furthermore, only 2.87 percent
strongly agreed with the statement
and 5.73 percent were rated as agreeing with the statement.
The survey also asked respondents
to rate their level of agreement with
statements concerning Ransdell’s performance as university president.
The survey reported 40.56 percent
of 360 respondents strongly disagreed

that Ransdell “works to provide adequate pay raises and equitable compensation packages for faculty.”
A combined total of 17.5 percent
of respondents strongly agreed and
agreed with the statement.
Jeanine Huss, associate professor
of the school of teacher education,
said any salary raise should be used
to make the situation more equal between recent hires and older faculty.
“The longer you’re here, the worse
your pay rate is,” she said. “To me, the
main thing is trying to make it equitable. People coming in as an assistant
professor are making what I am as an
associate. People who have been here
longer need more of a pay raise than
recent hires.”

tion back and forth — how we would
go about it, what it was they were seeking,” he said. “You know, we proposed
adding a wing on the library. We proposed a house; we proposed part of
another building. We proposed lots
of different things, all the time knowing that we’re kind of competing with
other institutions, and we didn’t know
what other institutions were suggesting.”
Ransdell said the communication
took over a year, and as WKU realized
it was highly favored, it entered into
more serious negotiations.
“So it was kind of a year-long, kind of
a negotiation, if you will, and so about
this time last year, we began to sense
that we were favored in that process,”

he said. “And so then it became more
of a negotiation, if you will, and then
that negotiation produced that contract which I signed on Dec. 8. The
money followed shortly thereafter, and
so I took the construction project to
the board in January.”
Martin said there were no additional requirements from Hanban when
WKU were awarded the funding other
than being able to match Hanban’s
$1.5 million.
“We didn’t have to promise anything
or do anything outside of that,” he
said.
Martin said that in his opinion,
WKU’s “cutting edge” was able to get
the funding. Since the program’s start
in 2010, the Confucius Institute has

grown from 11 Chinese teachers to 43
and has grown from four school districts to 23.
“I think it’s very hard to find another
CI that’s as progressive as we are,” he
said.
Ransdell said WKU is free to do whatever it wishes with the Confucius Institute itself, as long as the building
remains its home.
“The only restriction on the building is that it remains the home of the
Confucius Institute,” he said. “Beyond
that, it’s completely up to us what our
Confucius Institute does and what the
campus uses the building for. It’s completely up to us … kind of like when
other donors help build facilities.”

PFT

Continued from FRONT
Ellen Buchanan was one of the RAs
in PFT who was let go. She declined
further comment but said she and the
others are trying to move past what
happened.
The Herald reached out to Sarah
Haught, coordinator of PFT, but she
declined to comment about the challenges of RA vacancies in PFT.
The Herald reached out to Nikki
Eversole, residence hall director of PFT,
but she declined to comment about
how the current RA shortage was being handled and when positions are
expected to be filled.
Eversole said RAs have been told not
to talk to the press.
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U.S. Bancorp CEO lectures students on leadership
BY ANDREW HENDERSON
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
Preparing Hilltoppers for the
workplace of the future, Richard Davis gave a lecture on
Tuesday about leadership.
Davis is the chairman, president and CEO of U.S. Bancorp. His lecture was given at
the Augenstein Alumni Center
and was titled “Leadership in a
Global Economy.”
Jeffrey Katz, the dean of Gor-

dreading some bank guy in
a suit to come up and talk to
you, but I’ll try to surprise you
and make this a little more interesting.”
He began his lecture by telling the audience the story of
Roger Bannister.
He said Bannister became
the first athlete to run a mile in
less than four minutes on May
6, 1954.
According to History.com,
Bannister was running for the

The greater good is always worth
ﬁghting for because it affects us
all.” Chairman, President & CEO of US
Bancorp, Richard Davis
don Ford College of Business,
said the event was sponsored
by the Center for Leadership
Excellence and the business
college.
Katz said Davis spoke at
WKU six years ago as part of
the Hays Watkins Visiting CEO
Lecture Series.
“He certainly has a global
view of the world and has
great lessons about leadership,” Katz said.
Davis’ lecture touched on
the challenges of leadership in
the future. It addressed leadership outside the company setting, volunteering, influencing
others and similar topics.
“I’m so excited because you
think this is going to be so awful,” Davis said. “You are so

Amateur Athletic Association
against Oxford University. He
won the mile race with a time
of 3 minutes, 59.4 seconds.
Davis’ anecdote about Bannister tied into leadership as
he encouraged students to do
something no one has done
before.
“You don’t have to see it to
believe it; you have to believe
it to do it,” Davis said.
A good portion of Davis’ lecture focused on a survey he
conducted of 150 CEOs from
the largest companies in the
United States. These companies, both public and private,
included foundations and not
for profits.
Questions to company leaders asked what they looked for

Richard Davis — chairman, president and CEO of U.S. Bancorp — talks to students, faculty and staff
during a lecture Davis gave on Tuesday at Augestein Alumni Center. This was Davis’s second visit to
the Hill. He talked about being active in politics and the community and addressed what employers
are looking for when they hire people. SHABAN ATHUMAN/HERALD
in leaders, what kinds of challenges they faced and what they
would look like going forward.
Polling highest in the survey
was management and leadership style as a skill company
leaders are looking for. Davis
said this is a skill people make
and own themselves.
“Leadership is not management. Management is a managing process — getting it perfectly right. Leadership is managing
the people and making something happen that wasn’t there
before,” he said.
Davis also emphasized
people’s giving back to the

community they live in and
maintaining leadership roles
in those communities.
He challenged students not
to walk across the stage with
their diploma in hand before
having volunteered somewhere that matters to them.
“The greater good is always
worth fighting for because it
affects us all,” Davis said.
President Gary Ransdell
gave a short speech to the audience upon the conclusion of
the lecture. He said leadership
is important for a university.
“If you’re looking for what
that ‘Spirit Makes the Master’

thing is all about, leadership
is at the very core of what our
spirit is about,” Ransdell said.
Ashlea Moses, Brandenburg
freshman, said she came to
the lecture because her business communication class offered extra credit for it.
Moses said she was expecting the lecture to be more
business-oriented rather than
about being a person and
working with others.
“Pay attention to how you
influence other people; that’s
the biggest thing I got from it,”
she said.

HRL assistant director Steve Briggs resigns
BY ANDREW HENDERSON
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
Housing and
Residence Life
is
currently
without an assistant director.
On Sept. 9,
Steven Briggs,
Steve Briggs then the assistant director for HRL, resigned from his
position.
In documents obtained by
the Herald, Briggs sent Brian

Kuster, executive director of
HRL, his letter of resignation
on Sept. 9. His resignation was
effective the same day.
“While I have appreciated
the many opportunities afforded to me by serving in
this role at WKU, I feel that the
time has come to pursue other
interests related to higher education and in the community,” Briggs’s resignation letter
reads.
Kuster said he could not offer any other details apart
from the information already
discerned from the letter of

resignation.
Upon Briggs’ absence, Kuster
said people in HRL are taking
his responsibilities until they
advertise the position for potential employees. Kuster said
they intend to fill the position,
but a timeframe is unknown at
this time.
Kuster said he was surprised
by Briggs’ sudden resignation.
“I’ve known Steven since
1993, so I was shocked,” he
said.
Briggs has been serving as
assistant director for HRL
since 2008.

Apart from serving in various HRL positions at WKU,
Briggs also served as the assistant director of Residential
Life at Indiana State University
and the director of Residential
Life at the University of Saint
Francis.
In addition to his position
in HRL, Briggs also taught in
the department of counseling
and student affairs. He taught
the Parameters of Law/Student Affairs course. According to TopNet, this class is
currently being taught by
Aaron Hughey, professor and

student affairs program coordinator.
The Herald reached out to
Hughey, but he did not respond prior to press time.
Dean Sam Evans of the College of Education and Behavioral Sciences said who is currently teaching Briggs’ course
is a personnel matter, and he
is unable to divulge that information.
“Every course in counseling
and student affairs is currently
covered by an appropriately
prepared individual,” Evans
said.

Student presents research at Atlanta conference
BY SHANTEL-ANN
PETTWAY
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
A WKU student will be traveling to Atlanta to present his
research on black activism at a
conference.
Louisville senior Marcus
Stubbs will be attending the
Association for the Study of African American Life and History, ASALH, in Atlanta Sept.
23-27 to present his research
on black activism on college
campuses.
In December of last year, the
Student Government Association passed a resolution called
“Many Neighborhoods, One
Community” in support of
minority cultural centers being placed on campus.
Stubbs was one of many
voices who had been speaking
out for a black cultural center
to be placed on campus.
“From what I understand,
[a cultural center] has been
asked for for years — decades — particularly by black
students on campus,” SGA
President Jay Todd Richey
said.

The resolution’s statement
that the student body supports a cultural center for
minorities is general. The
resolution doesn’t explicitly
say it will be a black cultural
center.
Richey said the student government is here to help and
represent all students no matter their race or ethnicity.
Though Stubbs is concerned
about other minority groups
on campus, his main focus is
on the black community.
After taking an AfricanAmerican history course,
he wanted to know more
about his people. This is what
prompted him to begin research on black activism.
Stubbs’ professor Selena
Sanderfer asked him to present a topic of his choice to the
ASALH.
Stubbs has gathered mentors, supporters and knowledge as he has researched
African-American history.
SGA was one of his supporters, and the passing of the
resolution motivated Stubbs
more.
“When the resolution was

There isn’t really a place for
[African-Americans] on campus
where we can feel like we belong.”
Louisville senior Gerron Hurt
passed by SGA, I was happy
because it was a step forward,”
Stubbs said but he did not
want to stop there.
“This research just assures
the university and supporters
that this is more than just an
idea,” he said.
Stubbs will be traveling to
this conference to get feedback from scholars and professors on his research.
“It’s good to get feedback
from others outside of your
campus because the issues
might be the same there too,”
Stubbs said.
The longitudinal study
Stubbs is conducting will include a documentary that
answers the question, “Why
don’t I feel comfortable here?”
as well as formal and informal

talks about having a black cultural center, a presentation of
his results to SGA and a fundraiser.
“I believe that if we want
a black cultural center, we
can have one; we just have to
come together,” Stubbs said.
Stubbs shares the hope for a
black cultural center on WKU’s
campus with Richey.
Richey believes his position
has enough influence to help
those who need to be heard.
“I’m a white, middle-class
male, which is the stereotype
of the ones who have the loudest voice and have power,”
Richey said.
Richey believes his position
can help attain a cultural center on campus.
“I just want to help those

who want help and deserve
help — not only because of
my position, but on a personal
level,” he said.
Stubbs, whose research is
supported by SGA, professors
and friends, believes a cultural
center could be established
next year.
“I’m a big faith believer and
believe anything is possible
with work put into it,” Stubbs
said.
Gerron Hurt, Louisville senior, said Stubbs’ research is
a step in the right direction
to changing the dynamic of
WKU’s community.
“There isn’t really a place for
[African-Americans] on campus where we can feel like we
belong,” Hurt said.
Hurt believes Stubbs’ research will not only help black
students make a smoother
transition into a predominately white institution but will
also keep more black students
at WKU.
“Having a place that makes
us feel like we are part of the
community will help AfricanAmerican retention,” Hurt
said.
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OPINION

Have an opinion? Tweet us
@wkuherald or find us on Facebook
at WKUHerald as well. Let us know
your thoughts about the editorial, or
write us with what is on your mind.

@laakin33: When the bell tower
here at WKU plays Edelweiss, I jam
— 3:04 PM - 22 Sep 2015

@Inawwdir:
RIP...FML...IHU...
WKU...!— 2:55 PM - 22 Sep 2015

@Illinoisgirl: Lowkey i think the fire
alarms going off at pft at 5a.m is like
initiation for wku cause it happens
every semester— 6:25 AM - 23 Sep
2015
@StevenBoothicus: There is someone laying across the side walk who
looks to be knocked out and the
good students of WKU just stepping
over him.
— 10:13 AM - 22 Sep 2015
@Bennett_Mike18: "What mode
of transportation can I take around
campus so that everyone will look
at how cool and edgy I am?" - wku
students
— 10:31 AM - 21 Sep 2015
@Dork_Nie: Well thank goodness
WKU started labeling the trees.
— 9:21 AM - 21 Sep 2015

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

let us take you to
homecoming
Submit stories, photos to be part of our Homecoming magazine

BY KAE HOLLOWAY
HERALD.OPINION@WKU.EDU

The Hill’s annual holiday of football, friends and a few too many beers
is creeping up on a crisp November
weekend this year. Nostalgia will be
alive on campus as everyone rings
in Homecoming, and we want to be
a part of it — more of a part of it, I
should say.
Every Homecoming, we put out
our annual section filled with features on which students found love,
who’s playing the big concert and
where everybody’s tailgating. This
year, however, we wanted to go a
little deeper and explore this campus
tradition a bit more.
On Nov. 6, we’ll be presenting you

with our first Homecoming magazine.
It’ll have our usual tailgating map and
concert info, but it’s going to be so
much more. It’ll be a glossy look into
our Hill’s history, ranging from how
fashion has evolved to how our football team has evolved. But I don’t want
to give away too much.
We’re used to our 48-hour turnarounds fueled with coffee and too
much sugar. This magazine is like
nothing we’ve ever done. And we’re
excited.
What we’re most excited about,
though, is how you can help. Not only
do we want our stories and photos in
these pages, we want yours too, alumni. You who walked this Hill and came
away with a lifetime of memories.
Share your stories about late nights

in the library, or that time your bike
was stolen after a party. We want to
hear about that really awkward blind
date your friends sent you on, or the
one that — surprisingly — worked. We
want your memories in our pages and
our online component.
Find your call to writing in our glossy
pages. Reminisce a little early about
your past tailgating adventures, or that
time you and your friends sled down
Hospital Hill on a snow day.
Share in the pain of students currently pulling all nighters in the library
with stories of yours. We want to combine our hard work with yours.
Submit your stories, between 100
and 500 words, and/or a few photos
to backupthehillchh@gmail.com. The
deadline is Oct. 7. We want YOU!

@DJ270LIVE: When I say I don't
have no wku friends it's slick sad lol
I don't know nobody up here I need
to get on campus and meet ppl lol
— 10:42 PM - 20 Sep 2015
@Lil_Dee_Oreo: Sorry #WKU residents, I just completed my mixtape
and the fire alarms went nuts
— 5:49 AM - 23 Sep 2015
@AlyshaxCrowder: omg I was being so rude to someone on the
phone because I thought they were
a telemarketer and she goes "I'm
calling on behalf of WKU"....
— 4:51 PM - 20 Sep 2015
@sworthington18: I need cat
names that have to do with WKU.
#help
— 12:53 PM - 20 Sep 2015

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

SGA president discusses Confucius vote
On Tuesday night,
the Student Senate
voted
overwhelmingly to pass a resolution to disapprove of
the process by which
the soon-to-be-built
Confucius Institute
Jay Todd Richey project was handled
and approved. This
vote was the culmination of weeks’ worth of efforts to ensure that the student body would have
a chance to express their views on that
process. By passing this resolution,
they did so loudly and clearly.
As has been reported in the past few
weeks, the Confucius Institute contract
was signed by President Gary Ransdell
in China last December. Over a month
later, the Board of Regents voted to approve the building this contract authorized. Many controversial details re-

garding the building’s use and sources
of funding, as well as the length of the
contract, were not disclosed beforehand. Had the regents had full knowledge of the terms of the agreement, it
is unknown whether or not they would
have approved the building.
Our resolution firmly states that it
was inappropriate for so few details to
have been shared with the Board — including the Student Regent — prior to
their vote. I hope this will send a clear
message to the administration that we
believe accountability and transparency should always be top priorities in
the decision-making process at WKU.
During debate over the resolution
on Tuesday, some senators suggested
that this would somehow set a dangerous precedent. In fact, nothing in the
resolution would set any kind of precedent, other than that we believe that
the Board of Regents, including the

Student Regent, should have all the information they need to make a fully informed decision on whatever proposal
is before them. If that’s the precedent
we’re setting, count me in.
Some senators also said that by voting for this resolution, we have made
powerful enemies and bitten off more
than we can chew. I cannot disagree
more. Not only do I personally know
and respect President Ransdell and
his position, but I also look forward to
working with him throughout the year
on the many issues where we agree.
What does concern me, however, is the
implication that SGA should shy away
from controversial topics solely to
avoid pushing buttons. Being deliberately and unnecessarily provocative is
one thing; sticking up for our constituents — and sticking up for what is right
— is quite another. And I intend to do
that, no matter what.
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Publications

Now that SGA has formally expressed
its view on the Confucius Institute issue, I look forward to moving forward
and tackling the many pressing issues
facing the student body. We are in the
early steps of launching unprecedented
efforts to promote environmental sustainability, increase awareness about
sexual assault and how to prevent it and
enhance campus inclusion and diversity in representation, and we will need all
the help we can get. Please come out to
our Senate meetings on Tuesday nights
at 5 p.m. if you’d like to learn more.
When I look at the challenges we face
and the energy and enthusiasm we have
to confront them, I am incredibly excited. While no one can predict what will
happen over the course of eight months,
it’s safe to say that we started the year off
with a bang, and I don’t think SGA will
get any less interesting from here.
—SGA President Jay Todd Richey
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FOR SALE
BUY - SELL - TRADE: Games, DVDs, Records!
Also, comics, toys, CCGs, RPGs, more! The Great
Escape Records & Comics. 2945 Scottsville Rd (near
Greenwood Mall) (615)782-8092

Note to Readers: The College Heights Herald screens ads for misleading or false claims
but cannot guarantee any ad or claim. Please use caution when answering ads, especially
when asked to send money or provide credit card information. The College Heights Herald
is not responsible for the content or validity of these paid classified ads.

SUDOKU
Across
1 Some UPS
deliveries
5 First Homeland
Security secretary
10 Help badly?
14 Scott Turow title
15 “I don’t give __”
16 It may be hard to
resist
17 One in una escuela
primaria
18 Like two Tim
Lincecum games
19 Senate garment
20 See 69-Across
23 Country song
24 __ generis
25 Word with band or
toy
28 “Peace out”
29 Struggling with a
choice
32 Hardly friendly
looks
34 See 69-Across
36 Idaho motto word
39 Theater funding gp.
40 “... like __ not”
41 See 69-Across
46 Doctor with an
island of Beast Folk
47 Idée source
48 Butcher’s units:
Abbr.
51 Progressive __
52 Gives birth to
54 Enjoy the bistro
56 See 69-Across
60 Home to many
Indians
62 Indianapolis pros
63 Wrap alternative
64 Staff at sea

START

65 Food inspector’s
concern
66 Showing wear
67 And
68 “Hamlet” prop
69 Clue for four
puzzle answers

toffee bar
38 Layered dessert
42 Waimea Bay locale
43 Easy things to
overlook
44 Diner’s need
45 Slowpoke’s place
48 Creator of Meg, Jo,
Beth and Amy
49 Flat-topped
formations
50 Places
53 Seller’s supply
55 Freshen, as a drink
57 Stable diet
58 Giants manager
before Bochy
59 “__ be all right”
60 Juice unit
61 ESPN reporter
Paolantonio

Down
1 Informal chat
2 Like some dips
3 Symbolize
4 Critter that sleeps
upside down
5 Went berserk
6 Screen VIP
7 “Fantastic Mr. Fox”
author
8 Breakfast side
9 Speak with passion
10 Start to focus?
11 Bully
12 Frittata base
13 Leaves in a bag
21 Interim software
phase
22 Digital band
26 Great Seal word
27 Strategic European
river of 1914
PREVIOUS CROSSWORD SOLUTION
30 Former Quebec
premier Lévesque
31 Arms control subj.
33 Land with “her
back towards Britain,
her face to the West,”
in a William Drennan
poem
34 Brood
35 Not fancy at all
36 Miss Megley’s
charge, in a Salinger
story
37 Chocolate-and-
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WKU senior Katie Knight, middle, of Bowling Green attempts to form a wall with her teammates in order to block the jammer from the Western Kentucky Rockin' Rollers
during the derby bout. When Knight isn't competing in the ring, she can be found at campus studying music, anthropology and art history.

Photos by matt lunsford

Vette City Vixen Sydney "Syd-licious" Herndon, third from left, and Destiny "Pretty
Reckless" Bower, fourth from left, form a wall to block Western Kentucky Rockin'
Roller Jacqui "Jessica Rabbid" West, back right, from getting past during their bout
Sunday at the hockey rink in Basil Griffin Park.

West Kentucky Rockin' Roller Jenny West, known as "J-PLOWW,” high-fives the Vette
City Vixens team during player introductions before the start of their bout Sunday
at the hockey rink in Basil Griffin Park. The Vette City Vixens beat the Western Kentucky Rockin' Rollers 221-119.

WKU alumnae Lauren "Delyria" Lott, left, and Aimee "Rampage Smackson" Little, far right, block Western Kentucky Rockin' Roller Jenny "J-PLOWW" West during the derby
bout. The Vette City Vixens are a member of the Women’s Flat Track Derby Association (WFTDA), which includes roller derby teams around the country and the world.
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» Check out Spirits at the Depot event

» WKUHerald.com: See more roller derby

aimed at giving back to Big Brothers Big

photos of local team, Vette City Roller

Sisters on B2

Derby, on our online gallery.

Annual festival
to highlight
cultural
differences
BY ALEX SANDEFUR
HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU

WKU alumna Amy Pound rewrites the numbers on Jennifer "The Jenerator" Whittamore while she rests on the bench during a bout
against Western Kentucky Rockin' Rollers in a roller derby bout at the hockey rink at Basil Griffin Park. MATT LUNSFORD/HERALD

WHIP IT!

Bowling Green roller queens take to the track
BY KALEE CHISM

HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU
It doesn’t take innate talent to be
a part of the local roller derby team.
Katie Knight, a senior from Bowling
Green, couldn’t skate prior to joining
the Vette City Roller Derby team.
“I went through two boot camps to
be a skater, and I couldn’t skate at all,”
Knight said. “It shows me that there
is always that surprise of surprising
myself … I can always do more than I
think I could do.”
Since 2009, Bowling Green has been
home to the Vette City Roller Derby
team, comprised of local women with
a desire to compete in a fast-paced
contact sport.
The team is split into two groups:

the Vette City Vixens, the A team, and
the Bowling Green Hot Broads, the B
team.
Kristina Arnold, associate professor
and gallery director in the department
of art, is one of the founders of the
team. Arnold — or “Rembrat” as the
roller derby team nicknamed her —
said starting the organization was no
easy task.
“It’s hard to build a league … in a
community that has never heard of
roller derby; most communities hadn’t
when we started,” Arnold said.
Women of all backgrounds are permitted to join. The program occasionally offers new-member boot camps,
which allow those with little-to-no
skating experience to learn and hopefully join the team.

“Sometimes, on the teaching side
of it, you get frustrated on why somebody isn’t learning something,” Arnold said. “Being on the other side of it
reminds you that sometimes it’s hard
and it’s a process.”
A variety of women from different
occupations and backgrounds make
up the team. Team captain Megan
Grandinetti is a part-time faculty
member in the department of biology.
Grandinetti said the sport has allowed
her to become a stronger teacher who is
more confident in the classroom.
“[Being the captain] you have to be
very powerful, very forward, which
has definitely helped me in my career
as teacher controlling the classroom,”
Grandinetti said.

SEE DERBY PAGE B2

More than 200 vendors and performers representing dozens of countries
from around the world will gather at
the Bowling Green International Festival Saturday in Circus Square Park
from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
The festival is an entertaining way
to educate the community about
the different nationalities and ethnic groups that can be found here in
Bowling Green. The festival started
in 1989, and attendance has grown
to about 15,000 people per year. The
audience is becoming more diverse
as well, said the festival’s executive
director Kim Mason.
“The quickest way to acceptance is
to meet new people and to not be isolated,” Mason said. “The festival provides a forum to do that.”
Mason has been the executive director
of the festival since 2001 and is in charge
of booking the vendors and performers.
Mason noted that WKU has a significant presence at the festival. Different
departments from all over campus,
such as the Confucius Institute and
Study Abroad and Global Learning,
set up booths.
In addition to different departments setting up booths, many international students set up stands or
performed at the event to showcase
their home culture. Shannon Miller,
programming assistant for the International Student Office, is a connection between the students and the
festival organizers.
Miller said ISO covers the cost of the
students’ booths. This money comes
out of the office’s yearly programming
budget.
“We just want the [international]
students to get involved while they are
here,” Miller said.
The festival has changed dramatically since its beginning. More countries
and ethnic groups are represented
now than ever before, according to the
Bowling Green International Festival’s
website.
As a past attendee of the festival,
Miller notes another change the festival made.

SEE INTERNATIONAL PAGE B2

Pie ‘like your grandma used to make’ now served downtown
BY SYDNEY RAE DAVIS
HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU
There’s a new queen in town
— The Pie Queen of Bowling
Green, that is. The pie shop,
located in the historic downtown area, opened its doors to
customers on Sept. 14.
The shop is owned and jointly run by WKU alumni Brie and
Brad Golliher. The couple is
also known for starting Boyce
General Store in Alvaton.
“With the success of [Boyce
General Store] and the public's demand for [Brie’s] baked
items, we decided it was a
good idea to give her a space
that would allow her to bake
to her heart’s content,” Brad
Golliher said.
The rustic Southern feel of
the downtown pie shop equals
the comfort of being in Grandma’s kitchen.
Brie Golliher does most of
the baking and marketing
while Brad Golliher primarily

works at the front of the store
interacting with customers.
“He is the people person,”
Brie Golliher said. “He’s my
better half in that he can talk
to customers and take care of
things and take orders. And
then I do all the cooking part.”
The “Pie Queen” credits her
parents with promoting her
interest in the profitable hobby.
“I’ve been baking since I was
a child with my mom and my
dad,” Brie Golliher said. “My
mom … she’s an amazing
cook. She doesn’t like to bake
as much … so I just always took
over the baking side of things.”
The shop features both savory and sweet pies as well as
other desserts like no-bake
cookie sandwiches. The sandwiches are filled in the center
with peanut butter from local
vendor Gone Nuts.
“I’m just like a true fat kid at
heart,” Brie Golliher admitted.
“I love all things sweet.”

SEE PIE PAGE B2

Brie Golliher, 29, chats with her husband Brad Golliher, 31, while preparing a customer’s pie order at
their recently opened store, The Pie Queen of Bowling Green, on Monday. This is the couple’s second
Kentucky business. "I have always wanted a bakery, and I love making people smile," Brie Golliher
said. KATIE ROBERTS/HERALD

Faculty-Undergraduate Student Engagement
An undergraduate grant and mentoring program in the area of YOUR interest!

Receive up to $4,000 towards a research project.
Travel to a conference to present with your mentor. Earn college credit.
Upon completion receive a $500 student award.

Bridge the gap between school and real world experiences.
email: fuse@wku.edu

Application Deadline 10/2/2015 www.wku.edu/research/fuse.php
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Spirits at the Depot: Bowling Green’s toast to a good cause
BY ANDREW CRITCHELOW
HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU
Local food vendors, an oldies-rock cover band and a silent auction will be featured
at a community event for a
charitable cause.
The Spirits at the Depot will
be held at the Historic Railpark
and Train Museum in Bowling
Green tonight at 6 p.m. Participants will have all-inclusive
access to food, beverages and
live entertainment by local
band Dizzorderly Conduct.
Proceeds for the event benefit Big Brothers Big Sisters
of South Central Kentucky.
Susan Waggoner, CEO for the
local organization, said this
event is one of the largest fundraisers of the year.
“Between our ticket sales

and our silent auction, the
potential is great,” Waggoner
said. “We are very grateful that
the community rallies behind
this event and really looks forward to it so that we can serve
so many kids from right here
in our own community.”
Formerly held at Lost River
Cave, this is the event’s second
year at the Historic Railpark
and Train Museum. Waggoner
said this switch was necessary
to accommodate the growing
number of event attendees.
“We were always selling out for
the cave event, which is great,
but we were kind of landlocked,”
Waggoner said. “We wanted to
choose something that was also
iconic and sought after.”
In the past, the depot was
once a hub for interstate commerce, welcoming those who

DERBY

Continued from LIFE
Arnold said she also brings what she
learns while playing the sport back to
the classroom.
“One of the great things about skating, as a teacher, is learning new things
again and remembering what it’s like
to learn something again,” Arnold said.
Lauren Lott, a WKU graduate from

INTERNATIONAL
Continued from LIFE

“When I first started going to the festival, it was in Fountain Square Park.
Circus Square Park didn’t exist yet. And
there definitely weren’t as many vendors there,” Miller said.
Mason attributed the move to Circus
Square Park to logistical issues but says
the city has been accommodating, and

PIE

Continued from LIFE
The shop tries to use as many local
ingredients as possible in its pies. For
example, it uses locally-grown vegetables from Sunny Point Gardens in
Brownsville.

We always try to relate back to
the mission of serving kids in our
community.”
CEO, Big Brothers Big Sisters of
South Central Kentucky, Susan Waggoner
traveled between Nashville
and Louisville. The location
has since become a thriving
tourist attraction for Bowling
Green and a venue for other
local events, including the
Haunted Lantern Train Tours
on Halloween and a Polar Express train ride in December.
“It’s a really unique space,” said
Jamie Johnson, the executive
director of the Historic Railpark
and Train Museum. “There’s a lot

of stuff there that is still original.”
The Spirits at the Depot
event will host a number of
local food and beverage vendors, including Chuck’s Liquor Outlet, JB Distributors,
Mariah’s and more.
“We like to be involved with
the community,” said Sonja
Myers, co-manager of Mister
B’s Pizza and Wings. “It allows
us to give back a little bit.”
Attendees at the event will

also get to bid on silent auction items. These include a
five-day trip to Cancun, a
massage package and an orthodontic treatment plan.
“There’s really something for
everyone,” Waggoner said.
Despite the event attractions,
Waggoner said it all comes down
to supporting the Big Brothers
Big Sisters organization.
“We always try to relate back
to the mission of serving kids
in our community,” Waggoner
said. “We really want people
to come out and have a great
time while knowing that the
money they’ve donated is going back to a great cause.”
Tickets are $53 and can be
purchased on the Big Brothers Big Sisters of South Central
Kentucky website or on-site at
the event.

Nashville, said Arnold is the teacher
who pushed her to get involved in the
sport. During her time at the University
of Tennessee, Lott became interested
in roller derby by watching Nashville
and Knoxville teams play.
When Lott transferred to WKU, she requested a class taught by Arnold because
she knew Arnold was involved in roller
derby.
“[Arnold] talked about roller derby

so much, I ended up joining instead of
just watching,” Lott said.
Despite their up-and-coming nature,
the team hit a rough patch last year
when their home rink shut down temporarily. This slight loss in members
hindered the team’s rankings in the
Women’s Flat Track Derby Association.
“We were D3, and we were slated to
make D2 by the end of the year,” Lott
said. “But that didn’t happen because

we had a weird year.”
The team is hoping to raise its numbers
and is looking for women with any level of
skating or training. There is a place in this
sport for everyone, according to Arnold.
“The team incorporates anybody
who wants to be a part of it,” Arnold
said. “You can be successful no matter
what you look like [or] what you weigh.
We’ve had girls come who can’t skate,
and now they’re skating.”

the festival thrives in its new home.
Angela Jones, associate professor
of English at WKU, is president of the
board of directors that helps make
decisions about the festival all year
long. Jones says the festival is an event
unique to Bowling Green.
“This festival helps both the native
population and the refugee population we have here in Bowling Green
come together,” Jones said. “Some

cultures might not get along out in the
world, but they do at the festival.”
On the day of the festival, Jones will
be working the information booth
where she checks in vendors, answers
questions and talks to the media.
Jones believes attending the festival
is a great “edutainment” opportunity
for WKU students — a word she used
to describe the festival’s way of making
learning about other cultures an enter-

taining experience.
“I get chills when I talk about the
festival,” Jones said. “I just love it so
much.”
Miller agrees that WKU students
should make a point to come check
out the festival.
“It’s a great opportunity to experience cultures from around the world
you just don’t get to see everyday,” she
said.

Each month, The Pie Queen of Bowling Green will feature a particular
pie as that month’s specialty. Cookie
dough pie was this month’s feature,
and pie fans can expect caramel apple
and pecan pumpkin flavors in the upcoming autumn months.
Kayla Bertelkamp, a Mt. Washington

sophomore and cashier at the shop,
enjoys her workplace environment.
“Brie and Brad — they’re such great
people,” Bertelkamp said. “It feels more
like a home than an actual corporate job.”
Even in the midst of handling two
businesses, Brie Golliher said her goal
each day is the same: bake like her

grandmother.
“My favorite compliment is to be told
that [my food] reminds them of their
grandmother,” she said.
The Pie Queen of Bowling Green is
open Monday through Thursday from
10 a.m. to 6 p.m., but the pies often sell
out early.
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Lady Tops take on 2014 champions to begin conference play
BY HUNTER FRINT
HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU
The Lady Toppers soccer
team will kick off Conference
USA play at home this weekend against Rice (4-3-1) on
Friday and Louisiana Tech (73-0) on Sunday.
The first two conference
games will provide WKU (42-2) an opportunity to begin
conference play on its home
field, where it is 2-1-1 this season and has not lost since the
opening weekend against Miami (Ohio) over a month ago.
The Lady Toppers also enter
conference play riding a fivegame undefeated streak comprised of three wins and two
draws, yet they carry a goal
differential of -2 with 11 goals
scored but 13 goals conceded.
After the Lady Tops gave up
nine goals in their first three
games against TennesseeMartin (1), Miami (Ohio) (4)
and LSU (4), Head Coach Jason Neidell knew major defensive adjustments needed
to be made.
In response to Neidell’s emphasis on defensive soundness, the Lady Toppers buckled
down and gave up four goals in
the next five games, including
clean sheets against Stephen
F. Austin and Mercer that were
both earned away from home.
The response was exactly
what Nedidell wanted to see
from his team over the course
of a nonconference slate,
which he said was designed
to be challenging on purpose
to prepare for conference play.
He cited games against Memphis and LSU, among others,

WKU forward Iris Dunn (12) vies for control of the ball with University of Memphis defender Elysia
Masters (4) during the Lady Toppers’ 2-1 win Friday at the WKU Soccer Complex. Dunn was a key
contributor to the victory and scored a goal during the first half. ANDREW LIVESAY/HERALD
as examples of high-caliber
competition.
“I don’t know that we’ll see
a team the rest of the season
that’s more athletic than what
Memphis posed for us,” Neidell said.
Going into last weekend’s
matchup, the Lady Toppers
were 0-3 all-time against Memphis. But this time around, in
WKU’s final nonconference
contest, the Lady Toppers
came up with a 2-1 win.
Neidell looks to carry momentum from that game into this
weekend, where two challenging games wait on the horizon.
“Rice won the conference
tournament last year. We’ve

seen some video; they’re a formidable opponent,” Neidell
said.
Yet the head coach — now
in his 15th year at the helm of
Lady Toppers soccer, where
he’s been head coach since the
program’s inception — knows
the win against Memphis will
not, on its own, be enough to
claim a win against Rice.
“They pose some different
challenges than Memphis,”
Neidell said. “They’ve got a
couple of players that are big
time college soccer players.”
Rice went into the tournament last year as the No. 2
seed yet claimed a 2-1 win in
the championship match over

North Texas.
Along with Rice’s championship season, its player
Quinny Truong, then a senior,
was named the 2014 C-USA
Midfielder of the Year with an
all-around complete season
competing as a forward, midfielder and defender.
Returning this season is 2014
C-USA Offensive Player of the
Year Lauren Hughes as a senior forward for Rice.
Hughes ranks fourth in the
C-USA in shots with 37 and is
tied for eighth with four goals,
a mark also held by two Lady
Toppers: junior forward Iris
Dunn and sophomore attacking midfielder Hannah Chua.

Additionally, Owls’ Head
Coach Nicky Adams was
awarded 2014 Coach of the
year after mounting a titlewinning campaign and a 144-3 overall record.
While the Lady Toppers
haven’t been bested since
Aug. 28 against LSU in Baton
Rouge, Rice comes into the
contest off a 2-0 loss to Miami
(Ohio), a team the Lady Toppers lost to 4-0.
The Lady Toppers’ second
opponent of the weekend, La.
Tech, has 10 nonconference
games under its belt and will
have played its first league
contest against Old Dominion
(2-7).
The Bulldogs recently won
their last nonconference game
against Jackson State 2-0.
“La. Tech is another quality opponent who just works
hard and knows how to win,”
said Neidell of a team that has
compiled five wins in its last
six games.
La. Tech is also racking up
C-USA Player of the Week
Awards.
So far this season, three Bulldogs have received the award:
senior defenders Donya Salomon-Ali and Taylor Douglas as
well as freshman forward Mylene Roy-Quellet.
Neidell hopes the team can
build on its accomplishments
during the last five games to
compete with the same intensity as it enters conference
play.
The game against Rice is set
for first touch at 6 p.m. on Friday while first touch against
La. Tech set for 1 p.m. Sunday
at the WKU Soccer Complex.

BEYOND THE ARC

Weekend poses great opportunity to catch your favorite team
BY JONAH PHILLIPS

HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU
The leaves on the trees may
still be green, but the 2015 fall
sports season is in full swing
on the Hill. As respective
sports teams wrap up their
nonconference slates, Conference USA play begins raising
the stakes.
While football, volleyball,
soccer and cross-country
launched weeks ago, the
men’s golf team began its season in Memphis on Monday
and Tuesday, and the women’s golf team finished 10th
in its season opener in Richmond at Eastern Kentucky
University.
Some of WKU’s teams are
doing exceptionally well this
year. All Hilltopper programs
entering conference play do
so with winning records, and
WKU football has its first conference win in a 41-38 victory
over Louisiana Tech.
That so many teams are entering conference play with
winning records is exciting to
Hilltopper fans; arguably even
more exciting, though, is the

action those
teams
are
bringing to the
Hill this weekend.
WKU football (2-1) hosts
a 1-2 Miami
(Ohio) team
in the HillJonah
third
Phillips toppers’
nonconference matchup
of the season on Saturday at
2:30 p.m.
Miami will be a solid opportunity for the Hilltoppers
to put their offense and defense on display after facing
SEC, Big 10 and C-USA opponents in their first three
games.
The matchup won’t be a
cakewalk, but compared to
the first three contests, this
game offers the Hilltoppers
a more opportune chance to
impose themselves on an opponent.
Away from Smith Stadium,
the Lady Toppers volleyball
team (12-2) will play its first
home league matches this
weekend.

FOOTBALL

Continued from SPORTS

week, WKU has refocused on its new
opponent and is trying to regain its
confidence and winning mentality
from previous weeks.
“I think we have kind of stressed it all
the way up to this point and hounded it
… we’re going to have to work hard this
week — be the hungrier football team,

VOLLEYBALL

Continued from SPORTS

competition.
“We are used to having the target on our back after being picked
to win the conference almost every
time in the Sun Belt Conference, so I
think we are ready for the road ahead
and getting everybody’s best game,”
senior middle hitter Noelle Langenkamp said.
The Lady Tops are ready for the
challenges conference play presents
and are prepared to come in strong
and establish themselves in their
second season.
“These kids came here to play
for championships,” Hudson said.
“There’s a certain amount of pressure that comes with that.”

WKU squared off against
Marshall last night in Huntington, West Virginia, to begin
league play; as of this paper’s
publication time, the contest
has not concluded.
This weekend, the Lady
Toppers will square off with
a 6-8 Louisiana Tech team
on Friday at 7 p.m. before
welcoming an 8-4 Florida
International University on
Sunday at noon. FIU already
holds two conference wins
over University of Alabama
Birmingham and Florida Atlantic University.
Since the season began,
Head Coach Travis Hudson
pulled in his 500th career win
in a sweeping victory over
Colgate in Madison, Wisconsin.
He has since pulled in nine
more wins as the Lady Toppers, prior to their clash with
Marshall, sustained a sixgame winning streak. The
Lady Tops won seven of their
last eight games and claimed
eight of their 12 victories via
three-set sweeps this season.
The team even snuck into
the Top 25 for a week and has

execute better — or we’re not going to
win,” Brohm said. “We have to play well.”
However, Brohm knows physicality itself won’t win a football game. He
hopes a winning mentality will help his
squad bounce back from defeat.
“The great thing about football is that
it’s a new game each and every week,
so win, lose or draw, we put it behind
us,” Brohm said. “We learn from it,
which was what we did yesterday, and

Rice — Houston, Tx.
Coach: Genny Volpe
2015 Record: 10-4 CUSA: 0-0
2014 Record: 23-10 CUSA: 11-5
Key Players: Leah Mikesky
•6’1 redshirt junior outside hitter
•3.51 kills per set
Madison McDaniel
•6’0 Sophomore Setter
•10.82 assists per set

received votes in every poll
this season. Their current national ranking in the American
Volleyball Coaches Association polls in is No. 28 after they
received 47 votes — 31 off a
No. 25 ranking.
But maybe football or volleyball isn’t your thing.
Swing over to the WKU Soccer Complex to see the soccer
team (4-2-2) begin conference
play. Quite a bit of narrative
goes into the matchups this
weekend.
On Friday at 6 p.m., Head
Coach Jason Neidell will lead
his squad into league play
against the reigning 2014
C-USA Champion: the Rice
University Owls (4-3-1). WKU
comes in fresh off a five-game
undefeated streak.
Though the game is exciting
because it pits the Lady Toppers against last year’s champion, the teams’ records also
stir interest. WKU has generated results over the last five
games; Rice, meanwhile, lost
its past two games by giving
up a combined seven goals
and only netting two.
While the Lady Toppers

now we have to go to work and find a
way to win this one.”
The game this Saturday will mark the
second of five home games for the Hilltoppers this season.
A win versus Miami at Smith Stadium
would be the longest home winning
streak since winning 10 from 2003 to
2005, bringing the current streak to six.
The seniors look established in their
legacy during their final year on the hill.

UTSA — San Antonio, Tx.
Coach: Laura Groff
2015 Record: 9-5 CUSA: 0-0
2014 Record: 20-9 CUSA: 15-1
Key Players: Danjana Boskovic
•6’1 junior outside hitter
•AVCA Honorable Mention All American
•4.1 kills per set
Jessica Waldrip
•5’10 Junior setter
•AVCA Honorable Mention All American
•C-USA Setter of the year
•8.84 assists per set

seem to be very much in form,
the form of the incoming competition remains in question.
The Lady Toppers won’t have
it easy though. Rice brings
a squad that has allowed 14
goals: just one more goal than
WKU conceded with 13. While
WKU has allowed one less
goal than Rice, the Owls have
scored 13 goals: two more
than WKU’s 11.
The Owls also bring senior
forward Lauren Hughes, 2014
C-USA Offensive Player of
the Year, who has netted four
goals and added four assists in
her final campaign.
If facing the 2014 champs
isn’t enough, the Lady Toppers confront Louisiana Tech
two days later on Sunday at
1 p.m. Rice may be last year’s
champion, but the Bulldogs
look like champs in 2015. La.
Tech will travel to Bowling
Green with a 7-3 record, tied
for third-best nonconference
record in the league.
It has been a decent five
weeks for Hilltopper fans.
Catch your favorite team — or
all three — in Bowling Green
this weekend.

“Obviously, with it being our last
time, you want to take it in and enjoy
the experience of being a WKU football
player,” senior defensive end Gavin
Rocker said. “With it being our last goround, it helps me relax a little more
because you don’t take it so seriously
and just try to appreciate everything
that’s going on.”
WKU faces the Redhawks Saturday at
Smith Stadium at 2:30 p.m.

FAU — Boca Raton, FL.
Coach: Fernanda Nelson
2015 Record: 8-5 CUSA: 0-1
2014 Record: 18-12 CUSA: 9-7
Key Players: Maja Ristic
•5’9 junior outside hitter
•3.47 kills per set
Katarina Stepanovic
•6’2 senior middle blocker
•2.85 blocks per set
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Redshirt Senior quarterback Brandon Doughty (12) makes a deep pass during the Hilltoppers' 38-35 loss to Indiana University Saturday at Memorial Field in Bloomington,
Ind. MICHAEL NOBLE JR./HERALD

Motivated

Hilltoppers look for win at home this weekend
BY BILLY RUTLEDGE
HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU
WKU’s loss to Indiana left a bad taste
in Hilltoppers’ mouths.
After leading 28-17 at halftime in
Bloomington, Indiana, the Hilltoppers
were outscored 21-7 in the second half
and were handed their first loss of the
season: a 35-38 loss to a Big 10 opponent.
The game was an opportunity for
the Hilltoppers to gain their first win
ever over a Big 10 team and to extend

a seven-game winning streak, which
was the fourth longest in the FBS at the
time.
Now, the Hilltoppers’ goal of defeating two Power Five conference opponents is put on hold as they try to regroup from the defeat.
“We’re disappointed we lost against
Indiana. I thought our guys did play
hard,” Head Coach Jeff Brohm said.
“We got off to a good start. We made
plays. Unfortunately in the second
half, [Indiana] came out and wore us
down.”

Next game

Brohm described
a situation that
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26
hadn’t happened
2:30 p.m.
in the Tops’ first
VS. MIAMI (Ohio)
contests
against
@ L.T. SMith Stadium
Vanderbilt
and
Louisiana Tech.
“We were not able to stop them,
and we had two critical turnovers: a
blocked kick and a punt return for a
touchdown,” Brohm said. “We’re not a
good enough team to overcome that,
especially against a Big 10 opponent.”
WKU’s opponent this weekend is the

Miami (Ohio) RedHawks.
They travel to Bowling Green touting
a 1-2 record. Miami defeated Presbyterian, its first opponent of the year, but
then fell against Wisconsin and Cincinnati.
WKU and Miami will meet for the
first time in the schools’ history, but
the Hilltoppers will look to extend a
2-1 record against the Mid-American
Conference in the FBS era.
After the Toppers’ narrow defeat last

SEE FOOTBALL PAGE B3

VOLLEYBALL

Lady Tops set to take on Conference USA
BY MATTHEW STEWART
HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU
The Lady Tops are coming
off a successful nonconference stretch.
The 12-2 Hilltoppers opened
with swagger as they took
down the Wisconsin Badgers,
then ranked No. 5, in the HotelRED Invitational.
Winning tournaments and
taking down big-time programs generates just the kind
of momentum Head Coach
Travis Hudson was looking
for to carry his team through a
Conference USA schedule that
poses some threats.
The Lady Toppers are 3-0
against Power Five conference
teams with their wins over
Wisconsin, Northwestern and
Alabama.
They have won a handful of
invitational tournaments this
season in which the MVP is often one of the Lady Tops. With
some highly touted competitors, including the University
of Texas at San Antonio, Rice
and Florida Atlantic Univer-

sity, the C-USA schedule will
be all but an easy ride.
Hudson has said WKU has
had a target on its back since
the beginning of the season.
His squad won the C-USA
Championship last year in its
inaugural season. Across the
conference, teams are preparing for and looking forward to
a chance to knock off the returning champs.
“We were kinda laying in the
weeds. Nobody knew what to
expect from us, and we came
in and played very well,” Hudson said. “I also left year one
in C-USA with a tremendous
amount of respect for the talent level in the league.”
A few teams in particular
will pose some big threats to
the Lady Toppers this season; most of them presented
a challenge last year in some
tough battles.
“I really think it’ll be a similar group that was there at
the end last year. San Antonio, who we shared the regular season crown with, will be
very good again; Rice, who we
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BIG RED DOLLARS

WKU junior Georgia O’Connell (12) and Sydney Engle (16) collide while receiving a serve during a
match against Missouri State on Sept. 11 at Diddle Arena. NICK WAGNER/HERALD
beat in conference championship match, will pose some
threats around the league;
and Florida Atlantic is return-

ing the majority of their roster,
and they were very, very good
last year,” Hudson said.
The other teams around C-

USA are also talented, but these
three teams have the best chance
of really pressuring WKU during

SEE VOLLEYBALL PAGE B3
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